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Head Teacher’s Messages 

The Children’s Bake Off – Friday 17th March 
I am really looking forward to seeing the children’s home made 
cakes/biscuits on Friday, ready for the Children’s Bake Off 
competition.      Please remember that all produce must be 
completely nut free.    It is only £1 to enter and all of the produce 
will be on sale after school on Friday.   The proceeds will purchase 
new books for the Summer Reading Ladder Challenge - see 
attached poster. 
 
Also, on Saturday this week (18th) at The Tolsey is ‘The Great 
Burford Bake Off’ - £10 for business entries and £5 per individual – 
see attached poster for details. 
 
Swimming & Forest School 
Windrush children have two more swimming lessons (21st & 28th 
March) in this academic year.     Windrush will be going to Filkins 
Wood for ‘Forest School’ commencing on Wednesday 3rd May for 
six consecutive weeks (excluding half term) and will finish on 12th 
July.   A separate letter for this and the ability to pay on ParentPay 
will be distributed after Easter.    Tolsey swimming has now ended 
for this academic year and they have one more session at Forest 
School (22nd March).  
 
Priory will enjoy three swimming lessons this term – 16th, 23rd & 30th 
March and will then recommence in Term 6 on 8th June for six 
consecutive weeks.     
 
Red Nose Day 
 
I am looking forward to seeing your red noses and your crazy hair 
styles next Friday (24th) to raise money for Comic Relief.   Please 
note, school uniform must still be worn. 
 
Growth Mindset for Parents 
 
This session, led by Will Ord, took place on Monday evening; it was 
great that we had a number of our parents attending – please read 
their account of the evening, which appears later in the newsletter 
and may I encourage you to attend the second parent session, 
taking place at Burford School on 6 June from 7-9pm. 
 
Future Dates for your Diary:- 
 
Tuesday 4th April – Parent Consultations – School closes at 2.00 
p.m.   Appointments start at 2.30 p.m.  
Thursday 6th April – 9.30 a.m.  Easter Service at Burford Church 
Friday 7th April – 1.10 p.m.   Term ends 
Monday 24th April – Term 5 begins 
Friday 28th April – 9.00 a.m. Term 4 Achiever Awards Assembly  
Monday 8th May -  Year 6 SATs week   

 
Jenny Dyer,  Head Teacher 

Governor Vacancies  
 

Burford Primary School has vacancies for two Parent Governors. You may 
instantly think that this is not for you but think about the skills that you have, the 
knowledge you have gained from the world of work/business and/or your 
experiences of family life and then consider how effective you could be 
supporting our school to work successfully to help the children at Burford 
Primary, enabling them to have even better outcomes and life chances. 
 
We are particularly looking for parents with a surveying/construction or 
finance/accountancy background, ideally with experience of chairing 
committees. You don't need to have had experience of being a governor before; 
help, advice and training are provided to support and develop the role. 
 
Commitment is essential; I would suggest that you need to have 2 - 6 hours per 
week available. Advertisements will be around the school and relevant 
paperwork will be sent to all parents on Monday 20th March If you would like 
further information regarding the Parent Governor role please do not hesitate to 
contact the school office on office.2251@burford-pri.oxon.sch.uk 
 
I have a been a Governor since George was in Reception Class (he is now in 
Year 6) and started as a Parent Governor - I was absolutely petrified when I 
was elected in as I didn't really know what the role entailed but I knew that I 
wanted to give our children the best possible start in life and the opportunity to 
excel in new and unexplored areas. There has never been a dull moment in the 
last 6 years and I can honestly tell you that being a Governor, alongside my full 
time job and family, is a demanding role but it is also very rewarding. George 
leaves us at the end of the Summer term to go to Buford School, however, I will 
continue to remain as Chair as I am very passionate about our children's 
education and the future of our school. 
 
 

Zoey Khan, Chair of Governors 
 

The Day in the Life of a School Governor 
 

My name is Jenny Sparrowhawk and I am a Community Governor. I have lived 
in West Oxfordshire for many years, retiring to Burford about ten years ago. I 
started my teaching career almost fifty years ago! 
 
I am a member of the Learning and Teaching sub-committee and this term have 
started chairing the school council, a very pleasant task. 
 
My guiding principal in education is to encourage every pupil to be as good as 
they can be over a wide range of challenges both academic and non-academic. 
Learning does not stop when we leave school. 
 
I thoroughly enjoyed participating in the World Book day and witnessing what a 
positive experience it was for the pupils. I shall support the ‘Great Burford Bake 
Off’, which the school council members are actively involved with.    I am 
assisting Zoey Khan during the next Parent Consultations, as a general 
dogsbody!  My next governors training course is at the beginning of May and 
focusses on the Internet and keeping pupils safe, an increasingly important area 
at this present time. 
 
My interests include conservation, trekking, gardening, willow weaving and my 
grandson Henry!  

http://www.burford-pri.oxon.sch.uk/


Warwick Class 
Class Teacher – Mrs Teresa Lock  

Well, the hunt for Fiona (the phonics’ fairy) still goes on; I do hope 
she appears again soon, as she has so many amazing creations 
from the children awaiting her!       

In Phonics, Nursery children are continuing with the 'sound of the 
week' and starting to sound-talk short words in games, which 
will help with decoding. Reception children have learnt all of their 
phase three sounds, but will need to revisit them regularly to embed 
this knowledge – for the rest of this term, supporting activities will 
be on offer, to help and encourage reading and writing, using these 
sounds. 

In Maths the children have been visiting the Co-op and created 
their own shop under the cover in the front garden. They have 
practised pricing and reading the price of items and counting out 
the correct amount of pennies or even counting out in 2s and 5s! 
Visiting the shop was also a good chance to see what technology is 
used, such as air conditioning, tills and freezers etc. 

‘The Runaway Train’ is our current text, which is helping the 
Nursery children to think about story structure, what happens next 
and alternative endings.     Don't forget there is still chance to 
sample more books from our reading ladder and send in a review 
before the end of term; please see Mrs Bartle for another book and 
review sheet. Different books will be available for Term Five. 

Well done to everyone for their amazing World Book Day outfits, we 
all had a fun day and the children were very polite to our visitors 
who came to read to them. 
 

Windrush Class 
Class Teacher – Mrs Zoë Duff 

We are working hard as usual and started the week with a 'telling 
the time' focus. I have been very impressed with the children who 
can all read o'clock and half past. We are currently mastering 
quarter past and quarter to as well as the five minute intervals. We 
managed to incorporate some great writing about times of the day 
too, making everything link together. 

Windrush Class really impressed me last week when we had a 
'display in a day' about daffodils. The children created amazing 
observational drawings and water colour paintings to accompany 
their descriptive writing. The results are brightening up our 
classroom and cloakroom and we hope to add to the display with 
our next D&T project.     Miss Baptie has been teaching the children 
about habitats in our Science lessons and they will soon have some 
bug hunts on the paddock which will really make us feel like it's 
nearly Spring! 

Please make sure your child has a pair of wellington boots in school 
that fit, as we will be getting lots of use out of the paddock in the 
coming months as well as getting ready for our next Forest School 
block of sessions next term. 

Y2 Parents - Please expect a Key Stage One National Curriculum 
Assessments (Y2 SATs) booklet home in book bags this week. I will 
also be holding a related meeting at the beginning of Term 5 for all 
Year 2 parents (date TBC).      Mrs Duff 

Tolsey Class 
Class Teacher – Ms Nikki Latton 

In Tolsey Class, the children have been looking at work by the author Anthony 
Browne and created their own stories in a similar style.  We have started 
recount writing and enjoyed watching the animation of Charles Blondin.  We are 
now creating poetry based on the event and will be writing a recount.  In Maths, 
we are working on times tables and the short method of multiplication and 
multiplication problem solving. 

The children are continuing to work on Light in Science and have been 
investigating shadows and using mirrors.  We are continuing to enjoy outdoor 
learning each week at Forest School. 

Priory Class 
Class Teacher – Mr Steve Tattum 

 
The Z3 needs an oil change; I am diligent about servicing as I love the car and 
intend to keep it indefinitely.   Is the semi colon used correctly in the sentence 
above?   Well, there are no doubt loads of different arguments, but I would say 
yes, because there are main clauses either side and the second expands upon 
the first! 
 
I mention this because it’s the level of grammar awareness expected at the end 
of Year 6.   Please ask your child to explain the above and ask them daily to 
discuss where in their talk they could include a semi colon.   Here are some 
examples: 
 

I’m worn out; I was up late last night. 
 

It’s swimming on Thursday; I need to remember my kit. 
 

In Maths, we are looking at long division; I will send a homework task on Friday 
explaining the strategies we are using.   With calculations tasks, there are often 
multiple approaches.   The task I am sending is but one approach, however I 
wouldd like the children to stick to the methods outlined as they complete their 
homework. 
 
Attitude, effort and application in Priory are a joy to behold – no exceptions – 
please congratulate your children on my behalf. 

 

Burford Stars 

Last week’s stars were Isabelle and Kenya.  This week they are Lola and Mary-
Ann.   

Gold Book Certificates 
Awarded Friday 24th March 2017  9 a.m. 

James Lampard for his representation of Incy Wincy whilst being hot-seated on 
World Book Day. Wow James, what a Superstar at speaking and listening you 
are! 

Max Burn for his great ideas and problem solving at Forest School; Max 
works hard at encouraging and leading his friends to new challenges by 
explaining his ideas very clearly. Keep up the great work Max. 

Harry Chambers for doing an amazing job of measuring in centimetres and 
telling the time in Maths. Harry always tries his best and works his way through 
the day with a big smile on his face. You are a star Harry! 



   

Gold Book cont/d… 

Harrison Davies for his superb story writing. Harrison is 
imaginative and creative; he has a knack for writing a gripping 
opening paragraph! Super work Harrison! 

Pippa Dapiton Bush for producing excellent descriptive writing and 
always demonstrating an outstanding attitude towards learning. 

Olivia Lampard for producing excellent descriptive writing and 
always demonstrating an outstanding attitude towards learning. 

Isabelle Lampard for an exceptional piece of writing this week.   
We watched a scene from one of the Harry Potter films and the 
children attempted to write about it in the style of J.K.Rowling.   
Quite the best piece of writing from a child in Year 5 that I’ve seen 
in the last 21 years.   Incredible. 

Archie Salsbury for a marked improvement in attention, effort and 
application.   Keep up the good work Archie. 

Golden Post Box 
Awarded  Friday 24th March 2017  9 a.m. 

A huge well done to Jake Chandler for his fantastic effort playing in 
a two, all day rugby tournament.    Some great rugby skills Jake; 
your coaches are really proud of you.     

What is Growth Mindset? 

Growth Mindset is about freeing up your children from limiting 
beliefs that if they are struggling in one or more areas that this is 
somehow fixed. Instead, our speaker at Monday evening's Growth 
Mindset meeting - Will Ord - encourages us to believe that our 
brains are plastic, malleable - and VERY capable of learning new 
skills. It just may be that our child may not be there... "yet!" 

Your opportunity to learn more 
There's another follow-up meeting on Tuesday evening, 6 June 
2017 at Burford School, which all parents of Burford Partnership 
schools are welcome to attend. 
 
What will you get out of the meeting? 
Here’s what one parent said about Monday’s meeting: 

 It turns out we are all on a learning curve.  

On Monday night I was intrigued to hear that talent and intelligence 
aren't fixed at birth - that they can grow. Research seems to back 
this up. At my school, I was good at some things but not so good at 
others. I fell into thinking "I can't do that". Then, because I didn't 
want to look silly or "fail", I avoided those things - either by not 
joining in, or by switching off in class, or by doing the bare minimum 
so the teacher's gaze didn't land on me. The session on Monday 
night showed me that if I had a "growth mindset" (i.e. if I had 
realised that putting myself in challenging learning situations could 
actually help me improve), I would have approached "difficult" 
things much more positively - and probably got a bit better at them 
along the way.  

 

What is Growth Mindset? cont/d… 

Why does it matter? Research shows that kids with a "growth mindset" are 
happier, and perform better at school! At the end of the day, isn't that what we 
all want for our kids? So how can we grow this different mindset in our 
children? On Monday I learned that one of the best ways we can help our kids 
approach difficult things more positively is by changing the way we praise them. 
The speaker gave us some tried-and-tested examples, which are really simple 
to try out ourselves.  

What were the lessons from Monday’s meeting? 

To give a flavour of what we've covered so far, we shared our thoughts and 
aspirations around what we as parents view a successful life to look like for our 
children.  This mirrored the list which teachers from the Burford Partnership 
had come up with too - we want our children to develop skills in: 

 listening 

 empathising 

 questioning & independent thinking 

 risk taking 

 "failing well" 

 self motivation 

 balance/perspective/control 

 open mindedness & tolerance 

 kindness/ charity 

 resilience & confidence 

 resourcefulness 

 learning how to learn 

We discussed the difference between "schooling" children and 
"educating" them; through attending the Growth mindset meeting we now have 
a common starting point, from which we can develop a school ethos which can 
be underpinned at home. This way we are all working towards the common goal 
of creating a nurturing learning environment which promotes growth & develops 
the potential of each individual child.  This goes above and beyond academic 
success, as our aspirations for our children cover way more than "just" their 
academic success (as per the list above). 

 New strategies for parents to try 

Some takeaway strategies from the evening: 

 Focussing on - you're not there "yet" - is much more productive than 
saying "Maths isn't really your thing/ you’re not a Maths person." 

 Your intelligence is not hardwired to be good or bad at something 

 You capacity to learn is not fixed 

 Your mind is elastic and can grow (through practise) 

 It’s better to praise effort than saying "you are clever/ smart/intelligent" 

 Practise, effort and strategy can have great results 

 Failure is a valuable, positive part of the learning process - it's ok to 
fail 

 As parents, don't jump in to fix things - let them work it out for 
themselves, or you're robbing your child of the satisfaction & buzz 
which goes with discovering how to do something for themselves 

 Always try to be kind, specific & helpful when giving feedback 

 Talk about words and concepts, don’t just get a dictionary (e.g. 
discuss how to define what a “tourist” is – this helps your child to 
understand the difference between knowing & understanding) 

 
 



What is Growth Mindset? cont/d… 

The pit – a place of challenge  

 50% of children/adults happily go into the pit (embrace 
challenge) while 50% do not? Why? They think they have 
a limited thinking capacity and cannot do it. 

 How can I help my child? The right support (see handout) 

 Break the fixed mindset approach 

 E.g. if your child brings home a drawing, don’t just say 
brilliant; ask how they think they might be able to improve 
it 

 I can’t do it …. YET!! Always add YET! 

 Next steps 

Monday’s meeting delivered some really valuable ideas & 
strategies – it’s well worth putting 6 June in your diary for the 
follow-up meeting (evening, likely to be similar timings 7pm – 9pm, 
at Burford School but please look out for further notice).   In the 
meantime, do read the link below to find out more.  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/help-your-child-try-new-
things. 

Note: this article was authored by three parents who attended the 
meeting and found it hugely valuable. 

FOBPS 

Red Nose Day 
Friday 24th March sees the return of Comic Relief and we would like 
to encourage all children and staff members to come into school 
with crazy hairstyles in exchange for a 50p donation. The crazier 
the better and there may even be a prize for the child with craziest 
style.  
 
KS2 Movie Night 
FOBPS will be holding a movie night for all KS2 children on Friday 
31st March, straight after school, in the hall.  The film that will be 
shown is Zootropolis; tickets cost £3 and will be on sale from next 
week. The ticket price also includes one small bag of popcorn and a 
drink, but additional refreshments can be purchased on the night.  
The film is scheduled to start at 3.30pm and finish around 5pm; 
children must be collected from the school by an appropriate adult. 
 
The Great Gatsby Ball 
Tickets will be on sale for The Great Gatsby Ball from April 1st and 
will cost £45 per person. This includes a champagne reception, 3 
course meal and a bottle of wine on your table. You are able to 
reserve tickets by speaking with Lizanne Harris or Rachael Barton 
and leaving a £20 deposit per ticket you wish to reserve. 
 
We are also now looking for 10 table sponsors for this event.  
 
Sponsorship costs £100 as well as a small raffle prize for the table. 
If you or a company you know would like to sponsor a table then 
please email Lizanne@mydapster.com for more information. 
 
Save the Dates 
 
Thursday 18th May        Quiz Night      TBC 
Saturday 17th June       Party on the Rec    Burford Rec 3-6pm 
Friday 30th June       Ladies Pamper Night     TBC 
Friday 6th October       The Great Gatsby Ball    St John the Baptist   
                                                                             Church 

 

ODST Schools require Clerks for Local 
Governing Bodies 

£11.88- £13.03 per hour inclusive 
 

The Oxford Diocesan Schools Trust is a multi-academy trust formed in 2012 
built on the foundations of a belief in educational excellence and a calling to 
serve pupils, staff, parents and local communities by providing academies 
with the highest levels of academic rigour and pastoral care. 

 
Central to the operation of each ODST academy is the Local Governing 
Body (LGB) and as ODST grows, so too does our need for clerks to support 
LGB meetings which are held approximately 6 times a year. 

 
We currently have opportunities in various schools and are always on the 
look-out for committed individuals who would be willing to act as Clerk to a 
Local Governing Body. This involves preparing agendas and producing the 
minutes for LGB meetings. Each governing body meeting requires around 
nine hours’ work which includes attendance at the meeting. You may also be 
called on at times to provide advice to the governors on the statutory 
requirements of a school. 

 
To carry out the role you will need strong organizational skills, the ability to 
prioritize your workload and good customer service skills. The ability to work 
on your own initiative is essential and excellent oral and written 
communication skills are required. The role also offers an opportunity to 
contribute to improvement and higher achievement in schools. 

 
The role will be home-based with the need to attend some (evening) 
meetings at schools. Wherever possible we will try to match you up with a 
governing body relatively close to your home. 

 
Training and support will be provided and there will be the opportunity to 
attend regular briefings. 

 
For further information, please contact Julian Hehir on 07802 880220 or email 
Julian.hehir@oxford.anglican.org 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/help-your-child-try-new-things
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/help-your-child-try-new-things
mailto:Lizanne@mydapster.com
mailto:Julian.hehir@oxford.anglican.org


 

 

 


