
  Windrush Class Letter 

        Spring Terms  

    2017 
Dear Parents 

 

I hope you have had a wonderful and restful Christmas!  I would like to thank you all for your lovely cards and 

gifts with such nice messages and thoughts. I really enjoyed sharing the festivities with your children and they 

really did excel themselves at the end with a super performance and a really fun week.  

 

Mrs Bennett was overwhelmed by your kind messages and gifts to mark her departure from BPS. We will be 

keeping in touch and she promises me that she will be coming in to visit us soon! She will be greatly missed by us 

all but we wish her all the luck in the world at her new school. 

 

We are advertising for a new Teaching Assistant for Windrush Class and we really hope to welcome someone in 

soon. Until then, I will be supported by Mrs Docherty and Mrs Kettle on a Friday when I have my non-contact 

time outside of the classroom and a variety of BPS Teaching Assistants as and when I need them throughout the 

week!  

 

We are looking forward to welcoming Miss Nicola Baptie into the classroom as a PGCE student. Nicola is training 

to be a teacher at Brookes University and will have a 6 week placement with me in February and March. She has 

already had three out of five ‘day sessions’ with us in preparation for her teaching placement and the children 

and I feel she has already slotted right into our way of life. 

 

Before we broke up, I told the children to have a really good rest as the new term will bring lots of hard work, 

the need for good concentration and of course fun! 

 

This term our whole school topic is ‘Bookworms’. The attached curriculum map will give you an idea of some of the 

ways we will teach our objectives through the topic. Do also look at our curriculum puzzle map on the school 

website for a basic overview of objectives across each year group. 

 

Please read on for messages and reminders, some old and some new! 

 

Homework in Windrush Class 

 Year Two children will continue to have weekly tasks set which must be handed in by the following 

Wednesday. In order to mark the homework, I must have it in on time and before I set the next task – 

thank you. 

 Year Two will have some reading comprehensions and practise SAT style tasks to complete as homework 

as we prepare the children for their tests in May, they will also be expected to learn their Y2 spellings 

each week ready for testing on a Friday morning (Please look out for new packs which will indicate the 

new words that must be practised). 

 Both year groups are expected to read every day. Children are expected to change their own books and 

aim to write their own comments in their yellow journals. 

 Mrs Kettle & Mrs Docherty will be checking missions on a weekly basis on a Friday afternoon.  Please 

practise these words at home. If your child is learning to spell and write the keywords, they will not be 

moved on until I see them spelt correctly in their written work; I will remind the children of this! 

 Year One children will get spellings sent home towards the end of this term which are additional to 

Missions. 

Clothing 

 Please ensure your child has a warm, named shower proof coat on their peg at all times 

 PE kit is strictly a named white t-shirt, blue/black shorts and trainers (you may put in a blue/black 

sweatshirt for the colder months) 

 Please ensure everything is clearly named and in a bag on the peg throughout the week 

 

Forest School & Paddock Use 

 We have our next block of Forest School sessions organised for Terms 5&6, Mrs. Hunt will write to you 

as soon as she has the new dates finalised 



 We want to use the paddock as much as we can in 2017, please make sure your child has wellington boots 

in school at all times, many children have outgrown their boots so please find them on the rack under 

the stairs and check the size! 

Mornings 

 Thank you for getting your child to school on time, I appreciate that it can be a rush and understand if 

on the odd occasion you are running late. 

 I will be teaching phonics and handwriting before registration each day and will not be available for non-

urgent messages especially in the first few weeks back when I am flying solo! 

 Please remind your child to change their own reading book when they arrive at school. For those who are 

not yet fluently reading, two or three reads of a book is fine before a change. 

 If you have a message please see Mrs. Hunt in the office who will pass everything on to me at the 

beginning of the school day – Many thanks 

Swimming 

 Swimming will start again on Tuesday 10th January 2017 and will continue until the end of term 4. 

 The children made superb progress last term and have really grown in confidence. We have more 

children swimming in the big pool at Carterton than ever before! 

 Please encourage you children to dress themselves at home so they do not struggle before and after 

swimming. Please clearly name all clothing! 

 Please make sure your child has a hat and goggles in their kit. 

 

50p Weekly Donation 

 If you are able to make a donation to Windrush Class, it would be highly appreciated. We use the money 

to buy cooking ingredients, craft items, fun science experiment materials and anything that crops up to 

enhance the children’s experiences on a daily basis 

 I have placed a pencil case on the notice board at the bottom of the Windrush stairs for donations. 

Many thanks! 

 

Nuts and Peanuts 

 Thank you for respecting our strict rules on food in school which still strictly state no-nuts or peanuts 

or foods that may contain traces of either. We are fully committed to keeping Lyra safe and I am so 

very proud of how well she copes at school and how brilliantly the rest of the class and wider school also 

support her. We like to keep it easy by saying no food in the classroom at all please unless it is secured 

in a lunchbox for lunch in the hall and kept in the cloakroom. When we plan to bake, we ensure all 

ingredients are safe for Lyra to handle so no-one misses out on the fun and education of cooking and 

baking. 

 

I would like to wish you all a very Happy New Year. I am excited to see how the children have changed over their 

break and to hear all about their Christmas adventures. Thank you for your ongoing support and enthusiasm for 

all that we do with your children as we strive to give them the very best experiences. 

 

Best wishes and Happy New Year! 

 

 

Mrs Zoë Duff  

 

 

 

 

 

 


