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Head Teacher’s Messages 

School Class Photos & Year 6 Leavers 
 
Unfortunately due to the awful weather on Monday, our school 
photographer had to postpone so we have re-scheduled for next 
Tuesday 21st June. 
 
Nut Free School please 

We have children in our school with severe, life threatening 
reactions (anaphylaxis) if in contact with nuts, especially peanuts.    
Therefore, please help us to be a ‘nut free’ school i.e. no peanut 
butter sandwiches, no nuts in cakes when brought into school for 
cake sales, no Crunchy Nut cornflakes boxes for junk modelling etc 
or food products bearing labelling such as: may contain nuts; made in 
a factory that also handles nuts etc.   Thank you. 

Burford Partnership - Year 5 Music Festival 

This took place at Burford 
Secondary School – a splendid 
evening of musical entertainment, 
with songs from the 70s and 80s. 
We were immensely proud of our 
Year 5 children and the Choir, 

who entertained us with a Disney medley – well done to them all and 
thank you parents for supporting this event. 

Race for Life 
 
Well done to all of our children who participated and ran around 
Burford Recreation yesterday (Wednesday) raising money for Cancer 
Research.     Please can we ask for all sponsorship forms and money 
to be handed into the school office by Thursday 30th June. 
 
Monday 27th June  
 
Our Guitarists will be playing in assembly at 9.00 a.m.  All welcome. 
 
Dressing up clothes required 
 
Do you have any ‘dressing up’ clothes that your children have 
outgrown or no longer use?   If so, can please place them in the 
brown container, on the veranda – thank you. 
 
Collecting from After School Clubs 
 
Please may I ask all parents to park away from the school and not in 
our car park – thank you. 
 
 
Jenny Dyer, Head Teacher 
 

A term in the life of a Governor: John White,  
Vice Chair of Governors 

 
I have lived in Burford for over 20 years and been a 
Governor for more than 10 years and have two 
over-arching responsibilities. The first is to 
understudy Zoey Khan. As she is one of the hardest 
working and fittest women I know, I have very little 
opportunity to show off my abilities as a substitute. 

Long may that situation continue! The second is to represent the 
interests of the School to Burford Town Council and to represent the 
interests of the Town to the Board of Governors. 
 
I think that this is an important aspect of my position because the 
Town takes pride in the School and wants to know what is going on 
and the School is entitled to know that it has the support of the Town 
and its Council. 
 
So what did I get up to in Term 5? 
 
11th April – I am Chair of the Premises, Health & Safety Committee 
(P, H&S) and this is a crucial term for us. Each year the School 
suffers/enjoys/endures (take your pick) an H & S inspection carried 
out by an inspector appointed by Oxfordshire County Council. More of 
this later but today Mrs Dyer, Mrs Hunt and I sat down to plan our 
strategy for dealing with the inspector. Fortunately we have been 
through these torture sessions before so we decided that Mrs Hunt 
would overwhelm him with paperwork, Mrs Dyer would humiliate him 
with her knowledge of asbestos and I would generally loom and look 
threatening. 
25th April – Time to prepare the agenda for the next meeting of the  
P, H&S Committee.  Not an onerous job but very necessary – you 
cannot have a decent meeting without an agenda which people have 
seen well in advance. 
27th April – the day of the OCC inspection. Luckily the inspector is a 
chap we have had before – very experienced, full of common sense 
and non-confrontational. He manages to run through his 294 
questions in about 4 hours so I can get to my lunch on time! I have to 
miss the walk around, but I know that Mrs Dyer and Mrs Hunt have 
everything, including the inspector, under control. 
3rd May – Meeting of the P,H & S Committee. The major item is the 
collapse of one of the dry stone walls bounding the Paddock which 
has had to be fenced off. The repair/rebuild will be very expensive 
and the question of whose liability it is exercises the minds of 
everybody. At the time of writing we are waiting for ODST’s lawyers to 
opine but, whatever the legal outcome, the actual restoration of the 
wall will be a lengthy, time consuming affair. 
10th May – I attended an H & S course at Carterton College in the 
evening. Not the most entertaining gig I have ever been to but made 
bearable by the lecturer’s unfamiliarity with Power Point. The evening 
was longer than it should have been as somebody locked us in and 
went home with the keys! 
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A term in the life of a Governor: John White cont/d… 
26th May – Governors’ coffee morning with the parents. Make that 
“parent”. She was not in the least bit fazed by being out numbered 3 
to 1 and had had the presence of mind to have hoovered up a 
number of queries and issues from other parents, so a worthwhile 
time was had by all. 
If anybody would like furthers and better particulars about any of the 
above, just shout. Roll on the summer hols! 
 

Warwick Class 

Class Teacher – Mrs Teresa Lock  

We hope you all had a restful half term; the children are back full of 
'beans' and ready to learn. This week we are reading the text Jack 
and the Beanstalk; we have used it to talk about listening to, 
following, reading and writing instructions and the children all coped 
really well. We have been planting magic beans, measuring 
beanstalks, creating our own beanstalk and building castles for the 
giant and his family. We will be looking at other versions of the story 
and hope the children can provide some ideas for alternative endings! 

In Maths we have been looking at 3Dshapes, comparing regular 
shapes to vegetables and how we use money in our everyday lives, 
looking at coins and labelling food with a cost.    In PE, we tried out 
new sports such as hockey and tennis and training for Race for Life; 
the children are really enjoying learning new skills and getting 'race 
fit'.    We are very excited about our trip to the Wildlife Park and look 
forward to telling you all about it. 

Mrs Lock 

Windrush Class 
Class Teacher – Mrs Zoë Duff 

The children are really enjoying their cross-curricular project work on 
mini beasts. They have all been working very hard on informative 
writing and really loved creating their own 'Top Trumps' cards to play 
within a group.  

In Maths, the children have been consolidating their learning on data 
handling by creating a tally and pictogram, representing the bugs they 
found on the paddock. No cruelty to bugs occurred during this lesson 
as our top rule was: DO NOT DISTURB THE BUGS!     We are all 
looking forward to working on some larger beasts next week, when 
we visit the Wildlife Park to investigate habitats and diet! 

Tolsey Class 
Class Teacher – Ms Nikki Latton 

We have started our Literacy lessons this term using the Pandora 
planet from the film Avatar as an inspiration for our story writing.  The 
children are creating their own adventure stories where the setting is 
from another planet.    During Maths we have worked on telling the 
time (analogue, digital and 24 hour) and finding the difference 
between times.  We also worked on coordinates and direction. 

We have started our history topic on Ancient Egypt.  The children 
created a mind map, showing their current knowledge, which was 
quite impressive!  We have started our swimming lessons and the 
children showed great enthusiasm. They also had great fun taking 
part in our sponsored run 'Race for Life'.  A big thank you from Tolsey 
Class to Mrs Lock for organising the event for us. The children are 
also showing great enthusiasm during music lessons, learning the 
songs for their end of term performance 'Oliver'. 

Priory Class 
Class Teacher – Mrs Jessica Beaney 

Wow! What a busy few weeks Priory Class has had! We have 
competed in various sporting events (cricket, Year 5 Athletics, Race 
for Life) and participated in the Year 5 Music Festival, Year 5 
enrichment day, practised for our end of year production and started 
our Forest School sessions! Forest School was the highlight of the 
week, with the children thoroughly enjoying their time in the woods. 
They cannot wait until next week, so they can go again!  I have been 
impressed with the majority of children, who have behaved 
impeccably despite the disruption to their routine.  

Despite all of these activities, we have found some time for Literacy 
and Numeracy!  In Numeracy, we have been learning about 
transformations and co-ordinate grids.  In Literacy, we have begun a 
unit on ‘The Listeners’, focusing on how authors create atmosphere 
and different sentence starters.    The next two weeks seem equally 
as busy, with our trip to the wild life park and cycling proficiency 
planned.  

One of the children in Priory Class has lost a blue Adidas jumper.   It 
is named.   Please check as to whether it has accidently gone home 
and, if so, return to school. Thank you. 

Burford Stars 

Last week’s stars were Jade and Llinos.   This week’s stars are Luke 
and Tyler.   

Future dates for your diary 
Monday 20th June – Whole school trip to Cotswold Wildlife Park. 
Tuesday 21st June – Year 6 leavers’ and Class Photos.   
Monday 27th June – our Guitarists, playing in assembly 9.00 a.m. 
Wednesday 29th June – Year 2 Music Festival – 5.45 p.m. Burford 
School. 
Wednesday, 6th July 1p.m. Sports Day – Burford School 
(Monday 18th July 1p.m. Reserve Sports Day – Burford School) 
Thursday 7th & Friday 8th July – Induction new classes.  Year 6 to 
Secondary Schools. 
Tuesday 12th July – Priory Class Summer production – 7.00 p.m. 
performance – Burford School 
Wednesday 13th July – Year 6 leavers’ trip 
Monday 18th July 9.00 a.m. Achiever Awards’ assembly 
Tuesday 19th July 2.15 p.m.  Assembly for Leavers – Burford Church 
Wednesday 20th July 1.15 p.m.  School closes.   No Afterschool Club. 
 
Term Starts – Monday 5th September – Years 1 to 6.    Nursery & 
Reception – Tuesday 6th September (home visits on 5th Sept). 
 

Gold Book Certificates 
Awarded Friday 24th June 2016  9 a.m. 

Kian Whalley for his progress in maths.  Wow, Kian you are now 
really whizzy with your numbers to 20! Keep up the great work. 

Lily Batty for becoming more confident in her independent writing. 
Lily can now write a short story - well done, you are a Super Star. 

Poppy Harris for producing a fantastically written piece based on 
woodlice. I was impressed to see beautifully joined up handwriting 
and excellent phrasing. Well done Poppy! 

 



 

 

Gold Book cont/d… 

Rowan Toms for trying very hard with his research on Scorpions and 
then producing an excellent piece of writing where he has tried really 
hard with his paragraphs. Good job Rowan! 

Jessie Howard for demonstrating greater confidence and ability in 
Maths and also working hard to improve her cursive handwriting. Well 
done Jessie! 

Special congratulations to our Year 5 children & choir members for 
their outstanding performance at the music festival on Monday 
evening this week.    Well done to you all – everyone sang and 
danced fabulously. 

Oliver Rix for showing such a fantastic attitude towards his learning. 
Oliver has been working hard to improve the output of his writing.  He 
has also shown great enthusiasm when working with Mrs Gibbs.  
Keep up the hard work!  From Mrs Gibbs and Ms Latton 

Levi Wilson for exceptional behaviour and performance at Year 5 
Athletics.  Levi listened carefully to all instructions and advice given; 
he then put this into practise, coming first in the 600 metre long 
distance race.  Well Done Levi! 

Connor Morgan for a brilliant attitude and performance during music.  
Connor has really enjoyed learning and singing the songs for the Year 
5 Music Festival.   Well done! 

Golden Post Box  
Awarded Friday 24th June  9 a.m. 

 
Congratulations to Ava White for her achievements in a recent Junior 
League Swimming Gala.   Ava came 2nd in her breaststroke event and 
was part of a 4 x 1 medley relay helping to secure 3rd place for the 
Under 9’s team.     Well done Ava. 
 
Olivia Bazeley swam in a recent open meet, representing her swim 
club and was awarded a silver medal in the 50m backstroke in the 9 & 
10 yr age group. Well done Olivia. 

 

FOBPS 
 
Cook for Books 
Well done Tolsey Class, you managed to raise an amazing £35. 
 
The next Cook for Books will be on Friday 17th June and is the turn of 
Priory Class. Please look out for the reminders in your child’s book 
bags this Friday.    If you would like to help with the cake sale, please 
let Lizanne Harris or any other member of the FOBPS team know. 
Thank you. 
 
Bags 2 School 
The first Bags2School collection will be on Monday 20th June, you 
should have already received a clothes bag in your child’s book bag. 
Can you please bring the donated clothes in on the morning of the 
20th and leave them outside on the veranda. Thank you. 
 

 
FOBPS cont/d… 
 
Summer Fete 
As you know our Summer Fete will be held on Saturday 9th July from 
1pm-3pm and we need your help; we are now looking for the 
following donations for this summer fete: 
 

1. Toys – games, puzzles, dolls, outdoor toys including 
footballs and anything else you think would be appropriate 

2. Books  
3. Bottles – alcohol, non-alcohol, sauces and shower gel 

 
There will be a donation box left on the veranda for all contributions 
and all donations must be in good working condition e.g. puzzles to 
have all pieces. 
 
This week you should receive your allocated raffle tickets. We would 
like you to sell these to family and friends and return all sold and 
unsold tickets to the office or Lizanne Harris by Friday 1st July. Thank 
you. 
 
FOBPS Questionnaire 
Over the next few weeks we will be putting together a FOBPS 
questionnaire, in order to find out parent’s honest thoughts opinions 
on all the events we hold. We will let you know when they are put in 
your child’s book bags. 
 
Upcoming Dates 
Cooks for Books Fri 17th June 2016  Priory 3pm veranda  

Bags 2 School  Mon 20th June  Veranda 

Non Uniform Day Thurs 30th June 2016 £1 donation or                                   
                                                                               specified item 
 

Ice Cream Friday Fri 1st July 2016  3pm veranda 

Summer Fete Sat 9th Jul 2016  Paddock & whole  
                                                                               school 
 

Ice Cream Friday Fri 15th Jul 2016  3pm veranda  

 
FOBPS on Social Media 
Don’t forget to join our Facebook group, to keep up to date on all our 
events and plans. 
 
Next FOBPS meeting 
The next FOBPS meeting has not been decided, but we will inform 
you as soon as a date is agreed. The meetings are extremely informal 
and all parents are welcome. If you would like more information about 
the meetings or what FOBPS do, then please feel free to contact 
Lizanne Harris at lizanne@pingthing.co.uk. 
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